
A very special candle in church.
Paschal = Pasach (Hebrew) = Passover (Think:  God passed over the homes of Moses & the
Israelites in Egypt).
Also called the Easter Candle & represents Christ being the Light of the world!
The first light that enters the completely dark church on Easter Vigil (night before Easter
Sunday).  DID YOU KNOW?:  the Easter Vigil is actually the most epic celebration of the entire
year!  Even more important than Christmas or Easter Sunday!!!
The candle is lit from the blessed Easter fire.
It is used to light the candles of everyone in church at the Vigil during the time the rest of the
candles in the Sanctuary are lit, lights turned on, music sung, etc.
The candle is made from 100% beeswax, representing the purity of Christ.
A new Paschal Candle is used by each church each year, helping the parish enter into the
Easter Mystery each new year.
The candle is burned at liturgical services throughout all 50 days of Easter.  Following that
season, it is lit at Baptisms and Funerals, connecting our lives to the death and Resurrection
of Christ.

WHAT IS A PASCHAL CANDLE?1

Pillar Candle (provided)
Label Sheet (provided)
Mini paper candles craft (pdf on website)
Extra symbols to cut out (pdf on website)
Coloring page (pdf on website) 
Colored pencils, pens, markers, etc.

Supplies

Family Paschal Candle Instructions

Your family is a Domestic Church!  We want to have visual reminders at home so that we can live
as Jesus taught us.  Some good examples are a crucifix, a special place for your Bible, a Holy
water font, a special prayer space with rosary beads, etc.  A Paschal Candle is a reminder that
even through highs and lows, our Joys and Sorrows, Jesus is our Light!

WHY ARE WE MAKING ONE AT HOME?2

3
*You may want to remove the sticker from the candle before starting this project, especially if you are
going to use a damp paper towel to remove any sticky residue.

Option 1:  Color one of the pre-done designs, add the year around the cross, cut & attach to candle
Option 2:  Create your own design using the extra symbols printable (pdf on website) and/or draw
your own design.  Include:  Cross, Alpha, Omega, Year, dots on the cross for the wounds of Jesus,
and any other symbols.  Cut & attach to candle.
Mini Candle:  For younger children, you can also print out the Mini Paper Candles handout (pdf on
website) to color, cut on the dotted lines, cut out the flame, and roll & tape into a candle shape.

DESIGN & CREATE YOUR PASCHAL CANDLE



REFLECT AS A FAMILY
 This past year has been especially difficult, but we must always remember

that Jesus is with us. He is our Light in the darkness! 
 

Parents:  Share with your children
Gather as a family & share your memories of this past year and a half. What were

your favorite moments of 2020? Of this past Summer? What were the hardest
moments of the past year and a half?  Looking back, can you see where God's Light

was shining in your life?
 

Parents:  Help your children to reflect 
What is your favorite memory of last year? Why is it your favorite? What was the

hardest part about last year? Why was that hard for you?  Looking back, where do
you think God's light was shining in your life?

 
Moving Forward

Together as a family, share with one another a situation in your life that is in
darkness right now.  A situation that needs the Light of Christ to shine on it.  A

situation where Hope is needed.
Say the closing prayer on the next page.

 

Paschal Candle & Prayer In Your Domestic Church



SAY: Christ yesterday and today, (trace the vertical beam of the cross)
SAY: the Beginning and the End, (trace the transverse beam of the
cross)
Alpha, (trace the letter A above the vertical beam. Alpha = beginning)
and Omega (trace the letter Omega below the vertical beam. Omega
= the end)
all time belongs to Him (trace the first numeral of the current year in
upper  left hand angle of the cross)
and all the ages (trace the second numeral of the current year in the
upper  right hand angle of the cross)
to Him be glory and power (trace the third numeral of the year in the 
 lower left hand angle of the cross)
through every age for ever. Amen. (trace the last numeral of the year
in  the lower right angle of the cross).

By His holy (press on #1)
and glorious wounds (press on #2)
may Christ our Lord (press on #3)
guard us (press on #4)
and keep us. Amen. (press on #5)

Each family member should have some type of Paschal Candle in front
of them (coloring page, mini paper candle, the pillar candle).  

 
Follow these steps, trace with your finger and pray together:

(Children can repeat after parents)
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Then mark the “five wounds” on your candle by touching your finger to
each dot.  This is a reminder that the five wounds are a source of hope,
protection, and salvation.  Say the words as you press on each dot. (Use
this diagram as a guide.)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Then light your candle or place the flame on your candle with tape. 
 Say the following:  “May the light of Christ, rising in Glory, dispel the
darkness of our hearts and minds.”

PRAYING WITH YOUR PASCHAL CANDLE


